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QUIZ

QUESTION: WHAT WAS ONE OF THE PRIMARY ETHICAL VIOLATIONS IN THE TUSKEGEE SYPHILIS STUDY?

A) PROVIDING TREATMENT WITHOUT CONSENT

B) WITHHOLDING TREATMENT AND INFORMATION FROM PARTICIPANTS

C) OFFERING PARTICIPANTS FINANCIAL COMPENSATION

D) CONDUCTING THE STUDY FOR ONLY ONE YEAR



ANSWER

ANSWER: B) WITHHOLDING TREATMENT AND INFORMATION FROM PARTICIPANTS

THE TUSKEGEE SYPHILIS STUDY WAS AN UNETHICAL MEDICAL RESEARCH STUDY CONDUCTED BY THE U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH 

SERVICE BETWEEN 1932 AND 1972. THE STUDY INVOLVED 399 AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN WITH SYPHILIS WHO WERE MISLED 

ABOUT THEIR DIAGNOSIS AND WERE NOT PROVIDED TREATMENT, EVEN AFTER PENICILLIN BECAME AVAILABLE IN THE 1940S. 

RESEARCHERS AIMED TO OBSERVE THE NATURAL PROGRESSION OF UNTREATED SYPHILIS, BUT THIS LED TO SEVERE HEALTH 

CONSEQUENCES, INCLUDING DEATH, FOR THE PARTICIPANTS. THE STUDY'S ETHICAL VIOLATIONS, INCLUDING THE LACK OF 

INFORMED CONSENT AND WITHHOLDING OF TREATMENT, RESULTED IN PUBLIC OUTRAGE AND SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN 

RESEARCH ETHICS AND REGULATIONS TO PROTECT HUMAN SUBJECTS.
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